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surement. The pulse repetition frequency was set at 100 Hz. The circuit was filled with
starch solution to obtain a blood like pulsatile flow signal. Sand particles with a mean size
of 300 µm (range, 100 to 500 µm) were introduced into the circuit. The particles were fil-
tered out after passing the guidewire and counted under a microscop. The Doppler veloc-
ity spectrum was recorded on Super VHS tape and analysed offline. Two observers had
to agree independently that the signal met the identification criteria of HITS. There was a
significant positive linear correlation between particle count and number of HITS (R²=.94,
P<.001).
Conclusions: Using a commercially available intracoronary Doppler ultrasound device,
embolic particles can be detected as HITS in the laboratory model. Intracoronary Dop-
pler ultrasound may present a feasible approach for the detection of coronary microem-
bolization during coronary interventions.
1026-56 Patterns of Lesion Calcification in Infarct-Related 
Arteries: An Intravascular Ultrasound Analysis of 250 
Patients With Acute Myocardial Infarction
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Augusto D. Pichard, Lowell F. Satler, William O. Suddath, John R. Laird, Jr., Kenneth M. 
Kent, Neil J. Weissman, Washington Hospital Center, Washington, DC
Background: Calcium is considered part of end-stage atherosclerosis. In patients with
chronic stable angina undergoing intervention, 73% of target lesions contain calcium
(70% of which is superficial) with a mean arc of 115° (47% >1 quadrant) located mostly at
the site of the minimum lumen area. Previous studies suggested that acute myocardial
infarction (MI) lesions are less calcified than chronic stable angina lesions.
Method: We assessed calcium within infarct-related arteries (IRA) in 250 consecutive
patients (mean age 62±12 years, 172 males) within 2 months of the onset of an MI. The
arc, length, and location of calcium were measured using pre-intervention intravascular
ultrasound (IVUS).
Results: Calcium was observed in 222 (88.9%) infarct-related arteries (166 patients had
>1 quadrant of calcium). In 152 IRAs calcium was remote from the culprit lesion. In 194
culprit lesions that contained calcium (of which only 68, 27.2% contained >1 quadrant),
calcium was seen at the minimum lumen site in 122 and remote from the minimum lumen
site in 77. Overall, the arc of calcium measured 62.6±91.8° at the minimum lumen site;
calcium within the lesion, but remote from the minimum lumen site, measured
72.3±91.8º; and IRA calcium not located in the culprit lesion measured 81.4±90.9º
(P<0.0001). However, when only image slices containing calcium were included, the arc
of calcium measured 131.1±93.1º versus 122.7±76.6º versus 134.0±80.7º (P=0.4).
Importantly, calcium distribution was significantly different among these three locations.
Calcium at the minimum lumen site was mostly deep (in 60.6%) while calcium elsewhere
in the IRA was mostly superficial (76.3%) as was calcium elsewhere in the culprit lesion
(P<0.0001).
Conclusion: IVUS shows that calcium in infarct-related arteries is less often in the culprit
lesion and, when present in the culprit lesion, is deep and remote from the site of the
minimum lumen area; decidedly different from the location and severity of calcium in
chronic stable angina. This different pattern of calcium in MI patients may either contrib-
ute to the instability of a culprit lesion or may be the end product of the culprit lesion's
necrotic core.
1026-57 Coronary Atherosclerosis Is More Advanced in the 
Patients With Acute Myocardial Infarction Than 
Unstable Angina
Yasunori Ueda, Isamu Mizote, Tomohito Ohtani, Yuji Okuyama, Masaya Usami, Atsushi 
Hirayama, Kazuhisa Kodama, Osaka Police Hospital, Osaka, Japan
Background The formation of intra-coronary yellow plaques can be assessed by angios-
copy, and is advanced in patients with acute myocardial infarction (AMI). However, the
difference in the extent of coronary atherosclerosis between unstable angina (UA) and
AMI, which are both acute coronary syndrome, has not been clarified.
Methods Angioscopic examinations were performed in 54 patients with AMI and 22
patients with UA. The prevalence of yellow plaques and thrombus and the color grade of
yellow plaques were evaluated for the whole culprit artery. The color grade was deter-
mined as 0 (white), 1 (slight yellow), 2 (yellow), or 3 (intensive yellow) for each plaque
detected. Angioscopically, atherosclerosis was assessed by number of yellow plaques
(N), maximum (MC) color grade of observed yellow plaques, and the prevalence of
thrombus (PT) in the non-culprit segments.
Results Mean color grade (1.9 vs. 1.7, p=ns) of yellow plaques and the prevalence of
thrombus (93% vs 77%, p=ns) at the culprit lesions were not different between AMI and
UA. However, atherosclerosis assessed by N (mean, 1.8 vs 1.2, p=0.04), MC (3.1 vs. 2.3,
p=0.008), and PT (39% vs. 10%, p=0.01) was significantly advanced in patients with AMI
than UA.
Conclusions Although plaques at culprit lesions of UA and AMI had similar appearance,
angioscopically determined atherosclerosis is more advanced in patients with AMI than
UA.
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Previous reports have been showed that large vessels with lipid-pool or stent implanta-
tions are high risk for no-reflow phenomenon.However, few studies have actually
assessed the role of coronary thrombus on the coronary blood flow after percutaneous
coronary interventions (PCI) for acute coronary syndromes (ACS), because coronary
thrombus can be precisely evaluated with neither angiography nor intravascular ultra-
sounds. Using angioscopy, which is more sensitive and specific method to identify coro-
nary thrombus, we investigated the relationship between coronary thrombus and the
corrected TIMI frame counts (CTFC) and confirmed the effectiveness of a distal-protect
device. Methods: We studied 69 ACS patients treated with emergent PCI. All patients
underwent coronary angioscopy before PCI, and were divided into three groups, Large
group (n=25), in which a large amount of thrombus was observed at culprit lesion, Small
group (n=36), in which a small amount of thrombus was observed, and Protect group
(n=8), in which a large amount of thrombus was observed and we used a distal-protect
device during PCI. Furthermore, we divided patients according to the presence of yellow
plaque that had lipid-pool, and stent implantation. We measured the CTFC of the culprit
vessels based on post-PCI cineangiograms. Results: There were no significant differ-
ences in the CTFC between vessels with yellow plaques and without yellow plaques, and
between vessels with stent and without stent. However, the CTFC in the Large group
(23.5±15.8) were significantly higher than those in the Small group (16.8±7.7) and in the
Protect group (12.9±2.9; p= 0.023). Moreover, the CTFC in the Protect group was,
although not statically significant, lower than that in the Small group. Conclusions: Our
study disclosed that the amount of coronary thrombus, but not lipid pool, was a crucial
factor for affecting the coronary blood flow after catheter interventions in patients with
ACS. A further our finding suggests that we can prevent the no-reflow phenomenon with
efficacious thrombus-removal devices.
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BACKGROUND:Chemical marker such as high-sensitivity C-reactive protein (hsCRP)
and cardiac troponin T (cTnT) are of clinical significance in the assessment of risk of
acute coronary syndromes(ACS). However, the association of coronary lesion morphol-
ogy and chemical marker are not well examined.
Purpose: In this study, we tried to define the relationship between lesion morphology and
the value of hsCRP, and cTnT.
METHODS:We investigated 74 consecutive patients with unstable angina who under-
went preintervention IVUS. With respect to hsCRP, and cTnT, the cutoff values were
0.3mg/dl for hsCRP and 0.1ng/ml for cTnT. The patients were divided into 4 groups:
group 1, 9 patients with hsCRP positive and cTnT positive; group 2, 7 patients with
hsCRP negative and cTnT positive; group 3, 18 patients with hsCRP positive and cTnT
negative; group 4, 41 patients with hsCRP negative and cTnT negative. Coronary remod-
eling evaluation with the use of IVUS was compared between 4 groups.
RESULTS:Remodeling index was significantly higher in group 1 (p<0.0001 between
group 2 or 3 or 4 vs group 1). We observed plaque rupture: 3 patients (33%) in group 1, 3
patients (43%) in group 2, 3 patients (17%) in group 3, 4 patients (10%) in group 4. There
was no difference in the incidence of plaque rupture between hsCRP positive group and
hsCRP negative group, however plaque rupture was seen more frequently in cTnT posi-
tive group than in cTnT negative group (p=0.02). CONCLUSIONS:This study indicates
that baseline levels of hsCRP and cTnT are independently related to instability of coro-
nary plaque in patients with unstable angina, and elevated cTnT may be a marker of
plaque rupture. 
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Angioplasty in Patients With Acute Inferior Myocardial 
Infarction
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Background: Right ventricular (RV) infarction occurs in conjunction with inferior myocar-
dial infarction (MI) caused by proximal occlusion of the right coronary artery. The relation-
ship between functional collateral blood flow and RV infarction remains unclear.
Intracoronary pressure measurement is a new technique to provide accurate and quanti-
tative information about the collateral circulation, and it can be easily applied during per-
cutaneous coronary interventions. The purpose of this study was to assess the relation
between pressure-derived fractional collateral flow (PDCF) and the incidence of RV inf-
arction in patients with acute inferior MI.
Methods: The study population consisted of 26 patients with a first acute inferior MI (pain
onset <12h) caused by proximal right coronary artery occlusion who underwent coronary
stenting. Preinfarction angina was defined as one or more episodes of typical chest pain
